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    NZ landscape architecutre world-class, says NZ awards judge 

_______________________________________________________________ 

   New Zealand's landscape design expertise is world-class,  prominent expert and New Zealand landscape architect awards judge Simon Smale said today.

   He made the comments at the New Zealand Institute of Landscape Architects biennial awards at Te Papa Museum in Wellington tonight.

   ``We  are  a nation renowned for the quality of outdoor environments and  we are  now providing those environments the respect and the attention  they deserve by  including world-class landscape design in our  management of them,'' awards judge Simon Smale said.

   ``Increasing collaborative between designers  of  buildings - architects - and designers of outdoor spaces -  landscape architects  - is seeing much better integration of buildings  and open space.''

   The New Plyouth foreshore and landing project and the Auckland central city artworks plan were accorded the highest honours at the glittering gala dinner awards.

   World landscape architect exert Joan Nassauer of Michigan, USA, was the guest speaker.     

   Projects this year included schools, civic squares, sports stadiums, corporate  plazas, childcare centres and play parks, a farmers' market, historic cemetery,  and foreshore upgrade for a busy city beach. 

   The influence of landscape architects was  obvious in the scope of projects such as residential gardens  corporate plazas, cemeteries, wineries, educational institutions,  playgrounds and parks, urban  street renewals, coastal and river-edge parks  and civic squares, he said.

   ``Our  landscape design expertise ranks as  world-class, evident in projects  such as New Plymouth Foreshore work,  Manukau Square, Lumley Tower Plaza and Vodafone Plaza.''

    Smale said the remarkable redesign of civic spaces such as Manukau  Square manifested a maturing of our identity as a multicultural  nation firmly  rooted in the South Pacific. 

   The Matakana farmers market north of Auckland was  already  making a major contribution to revitalization of the district and  community. 

   The Manukau Square design  used many Pacific references,  and navigation, weaving, rafts, drums,  fishing, mats, plants and birds are all represented.

   The high  historic values of the St Johns Cemetery (the small chapel on the  site was  built in 1847) demanded an overriding concern for respect  for and continuity  with historic character.

   Redevelopment of the University of Canterbury library-registry plaza strengthened the area as a central campus  space.   In Marlborough the redesign of the Spy Valley winery  entry area  showed a  distinctly contemporary  feel and vitality well matched  to the growing status of  the local wine industry.

   Smale said the Paraparaumu public library project was the first stage in an overall Kapiti coast town centre  development.  All planting was selected from ecosystems  associated with  the Kapiti coast -- kohekohe forest, titoki forest,  and wetlands.  Local Otaki aggregate for exposed  aggregate paving and stone mulch is  also used to reflect local  geology and character.

   ``More than  130  years of development, planting, redesign, removals and additions,  and  serious public safety issues made the most recent redesign  of Palmerston North's city square a challenging project.

   ``Perhaps  the  single most notable aspect of the redesign process is the extent  to which  crime prevention through environmental design principles have informed  the design,'' Smale said.

    NZILA president Renee  Lambert  said the biennial Pride of Place Awards emphasised the importance  of establishing and honouring a national design direction that  ensured the  creation of places with a  distinctive NZ landscape character.

    ``Contemporary landscape  architecture in New  Zealand has over the last  decades slowly established  a voice that is now clearly recognising our  uniqueness in the  world,'' Lambert said.  

   The supreme awards  are not  presented every year because of a high standard set, but  the Auckland artworks plan and Taranaki  foreshore  projects merited honours this year, she said.

   The supreme  landscape  architect winners were Richard Reid, for the Auckland City artwork  plan, and the Isthmus Group, Richard Bain and the New Plymouth  District Council  for the New Plymouth foreshore project.

   Twenty six  winners were  announced at the gala awards dinner  and the winning projects came from  a range of regions including Auckland, Queenstown, Christchurch, Wellington, New Plymouth, Otago, Wanganui, Kapiti, Northland,  Marlborough and Waikato.

    Ends
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