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Auckland s artwork plan  and New Plymouth foreshore win supreme honours at the NZ  landscape  architect awards
   Auckland s public artwork  plan and the New  Plymouth foreshore projects won the supreme honours  at the New Zealand Pride of  Place landscape awards in Wellington tonight.

    The supreme awards went to  landscape architect and architect  Richard Reid (the Auckland plan) and to the Isthmus Group in  association  with Richard Bain landscape architect and the New Plymouth District  Council (New Plymouth foreshore).

    The New Plymouth project  successfully connected the central  city business area with the  foreshore.   

    ``Its success in achieving  that objective has exceeded  all expectations,   the New Zealand Institute of  Landscape Architects  president Renee Lambert said today.

    ``At all times of the day,  and in all weathers, the foreshore  walkway is alive with walkers, joggers,  cyclists, skaters, people  walking dogs.  

 ``New Plymouth is now a city that defines itself very  much  by its association with its coast.  The walkway features  in  postcards of New Plymouth, and residents are inordinately proud  of their seaside  city.  

    Ms Lambert said the Auckland central public  artwork concept plan was timely and relevant with  careful and rigorous research.  

    ``This work is an  important contribution  to the future of Auckland and its location in the  Pacific.  The work expands the idea of art in public  space.  

    Many iconic New Zealand landscape sites were  recognised at the 2006  Pride of Place awards tonight.

    Every two years the New Zealand Institute  of  Landscape Architects (NZILA) awards honour the best in landscape  architecture  around the country.

    Twenty six winners were  announced at the Resene paint sponsored  event at Te Papa.

    Winning projects this year  came  from a range of regions including Auckland, Queenstown, Christchurch, Wellington, New Plymouth, Otago, Wanganui, Porirua,  Northland,  Blenheim, Cambridge and the Waikato.

    The Pride of Place  landscape  awards are an opportunity to celebrate excellence within the  profession  of landscape architecture in New Zealand.  

    ``With every awards event,  it seems that the  bar is lifted, and this year is no exception.  This  year s projects  are world-class which has set new standards.  

    ``Our awards highlight the  importance  of honouring a national design that ensures the creation of places with  a distinctive  NZ landscape character.  

    ``The emergence of a  strong sense of place is due to a  better understanding of ourselves as a nation  and, as a profession,  having the confidence and ability to express that  understanding.  

    Ms Lambert  said  contemporary landscape architecture in New Zealand has over the  last decades slowly established a voice that is now clearly recognising  our  uniqueness in the world. 

    The major winners tonight will  be submitted  to the International Federation of Landscape Architects Awards,  which recognises excellence in landscape architecture from IFLA  member  countries.
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